
6-24-20 GS-W Proper 7A 
“Freedom from Fear” 

Matt. 10: 24-33 
Pastor Ed Brandt 

 
“What are you afraid of?”  These days, answers to that question come quickly. We’re afraid of catching 

the dreaded Corona virus, or giving it to someone else; afraid of a possible second shutdown and what it might 
do to the economy and our own financial situation; afraid of the chaos in our cities and how it might spread even 
to tranquil places like Boise. With all that’s in the news lately, maybe your greatest fear is of turning on the 
television. Anyone who claims to have no fear is either practicing total isolation or engaging in false bravado.  

Generally, we tend to fear what the future holds, especially when societal norms are being challenged. On 
a recent Issues Etc. podcast, the speaker warned that the recent Supreme Court decision is very likely to result in 
churches that clearly proclaim God’s Sixth Commandment law suffering painful consequences. As our nation 
goes through a time of drastic division and violence, we wonder what’s coming next and whether a return to 
stability is possible. Of course, there are more normal and individual fears.  As we get older there is the fear of 
losing the physical strength that we have taken for granted and handling the change of becoming more dependent 
on others.  More folks than we know live in troubled relationships and the daily fear that results from not knowing 
what's ahead.  In Matthew 6, Jesus address these concerns with the repeated admonition, “Do not be anxious.”  
We know that our heavenly Father will take care of these needs.  We don’t have to fear the future, because we 
know who holds the future. 
 In this text, Jesus repeatedly tells His disciples to have no fear.  He speaks most directly to those situations 
and fears which will come because of their association with Him.  The past few weeks have been a powerful 
reminder that everything He says to them applies just as well to His present-day disciples.  Jesus gives His 
disciples of all time real freedom from fear.      
 An important part of overcoming fear is having an idea of what's ahead, even if it’s challenging.  Jesus 
uses a logical example to prepare His disciples for what they would encounter later on.  He told them, "A disciple 
is not above his teacher, nor a servant above his master."  In other words, the disciples should not expect to be 
better off than their Lord, but instead, to get the same treatment He did.  During His visible presence on earth 
Jesus suffered name-calling, persecution, betrayal, and finally death.  And after the disciples took up His mission 
on Pentecost, they began to suffer the same fate. To varying degrees in different times and places, Jesus’ servants 
have experienced similar results down to the present time.   
 Obviously ridicule and persecution is something to be afraid of.  No one welcomes it or seeks it out.  But 
in a world that is increasingly open to and determined to advance the most bizarre beliefs and lifestyles, and yet 
increasingly hostile toward true Christianity, we can expect the same treatment Christ received.   To a growing 
extent, those who publicly stand up for scriptural values regarding sexuality and other personal topics are either 
dismissed or derided as intolerant and hateful.  
 If we believe, teach, and openly confess Christ, we can face the things He did.  But if we stop believing 
in and confessing Christ in order to escape the discomfort, then we are no longer a disciple.  Most of you probably 
don't feel you have suffered this sort of discomfort because you are a Christian. Perhaps that’s because we’ve 
become conditioned to it and don’t recognize the little digs, or we’re not very outspoken, or that most folks just 
want to get along. But in universities and other settings, young people living out their Christianity faithfully will 
be exposed to ridicule, isolation, and worse.   
 But what does Jesus say of persecutors? "Have no fear of them."  Their true character will be uncovered.  
The truth of God's Word by which we live will be made known; maybe not as convincingly as we would like 
right now and in months ahead, but with unquestionable power on the Last Day.  You don't have to fear that you 
will fail in following your teacher and master, Jesus, or that His enemies will succeed.  God promises that His 



Word will endure and conquer; that it will prosper and attain its goal.  So whatever your age or situation, do not 
be afraid.  Tell the good news of Jesus in the daylight, preach it from the housetops.  Don't hide the fact that you 
are a follower of Christ.      
 After Jesus returned to heaven, the disciples remembered these words of Jesus.  They followed His 
command and found His promise to be true.  With great boldness they told of Jesus’ death and resurrection for 
the forgiveness of sins; even though they were threatened, beaten, and imprisoned.  All of the disciples except 
John experienced death at the hands of their enemies. Like their Master, they were martyred because they spoke 
the clear truth of God's Word.  But the Word of the Lord which they proclaimed openly had great power. The 
church grew remarkably in this time of persecution.       
 Over the centuries many courageous Christians faced deprivation and death without fear.  It’s still 
happening today. Jesus said, "Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather fear Him who 
can destroy both soul and body in hell."  That advice was followed by the disciples, by countless courageous 
missionaries, and it is being followed today by many Christians from all walks of life.      
 In Christ, our fears can be balanced.  Great amounts of emotional energy are naturally spent on political 
and social issues, on how the economy and personal finances will survive the pandemic, and whether there will 
be sports to watch this fall. Often little thought is given to our eternal future and whether we are living out God's 
purpose for us as lights in a dark world.  Jesus warned His disciples to fear God.  The person who fears God does 
so by faith.  He fears God in the sense that out of love and reverence he refuses to commit sin or go against the 
will of God. The first martyr, Stephen, was a good example of someone who feared God rather than men.  He did 
not deny His Lord even as he was being stoned to death.  As he courageously died, He even prayed for those who 
were killing him.  He followed His Master’s example.    
 Whatever the fears that trouble you, God's assurance to you today is that you can stop being afraid.  We 
have freedom from fear because we are of great value and have a powerful heavenly Father watching over us. We 
would consider a sparrow to be of little value.  But our Creator God is watching over even the most insignificant 
parts of His creation.  Certainly, we are of far more value than sparrows.  Jesus did not come to earth to die for 
sparrows, but for needy sinners like you and me.  Each one of us is God’s treasured possession. We are of such 
great value to Him that He did not spare His own Son but gave Him up for us all.      
 Sometimes in our lives it may seem that God has forgotten us; that He is letting us see the consequence 
of evil, that He is no longer watching.  Maybe we are trying to cope with sudden changes, or a troublesome issue 
doesn't seem to get resolved, or sought-after relief is long in coming.  But we have the sure promise that all things 
will work together for good to those who love God.  Not that all things are good.  Certainly, ridicule and 
persecution, poverty and sickness, injustice and murder and wanton destruction, are not good. We pray to God 
that they would be removed, prevented, or quickly alleviated.  But God is always watching, and in ways that are 
beyond our ability to grasp or contemplate, He is working out His purpose for us.      
 We can have no fear because Jesus will confess us before the Father in heaven.  By the power of His 
forgiving love and the new life He has given us, we can remain loyal to our teacher and master and confess Him 
before others.  As we continue to be connected to our Lord through sincere faith, even now He is before the 
Father's throne interceding for us. He is asking God to send us the strength to put aside our fears.  And on the Last 
Day He will again confess us before the Father; identifying us as His own and welcoming us into the heavenly 
household.     
 We have freedom from fear because through Christ every sin repented of receives forgiveness, even the 
sin of denying our Lord.  His suffering on the cross paid for those times we denied Him by our silence when His 
name was being reviled or when someone in distress needed to hear a word of hope in Christ.   
 There is one way that we will not be like our Master. We won't have to suffer the punishment of hell for 
our sins, since He has taken care of that for us.  But in some most important ways we will follow Him.  When our 



time on earth is over, our souls will return to the Father in Heaven.  On the Last Day our bodies will follow our 
Lord is rising from the tomb in glorious perfection to serve and praise Him forever.      
 So what are you afraid of?  With our victorious Lord Jesus Christ beside us the answer is simple.  There 
is nothing and no one to be afraid of.  We can say confidently the words of Psalm 27:1, "The Lord is my light and 
my salvation, whom shall I fear?  The Lord is the stronghold of my life, of whom shall I be afraid?"   Amen. 


